	AD   30
	Jesus crucified

	45
	Conversion of Paul of Tarsus to Christianity;  Paul undertakes missionary journeys and writes letters

	49
	Christianity breaks away from Judaism;  followers of Jesus are first called Christians in Antioch

	about 60?
	Gospels begin to be written down;  325 Constantine commissions Eusebius to make a complete list of New Testament books;  367 Bishop Athanasius makes a complete list

	150
	Clement of Alexandria uses Greek philosophy in Christian theology

	312
	Christianity becomes legal – Emperor Constantine gives it his favour

	451
	Christian doctrine is substantially settled – at the Council of Chalcedon

	530
	Benedict sets up the first typical Monastery, and writes his Rule for monasteries

	7th Cent
	Conversion of Britain (for the second time):  Columba (Iona);  Paulinus (York);  Augustine (Canterbury);  Aidan (Lindisfarne); Cuthbert (Carlisle)

	731
	Bede writes “History of the English Church and People” – the first English history book – in Jarrow.   793, Vikings attack and destroy Lindisfarne.   871 King Alfred begins to restore order.  

	1054
	Split between the West (Catholic and using Latin) and the East (Orthodox and using Greek)

	12th & 13th Cent
	The Crusades create a link for Arab learning to filter through to the West

Great Cathedrals are built in Europe. Pilgrims travel to the shrines of saints.

	1384
	Wyclif translates the first English Bible;  1526 Tyndale translates the first English printed Bible;  1611 Authorised (King James) Bible

	1517
	Martin Luther splits from the Roman Catholic Church.  1534 Henry VIII splits;  1541 Calvin splits;  1549 First English Prayer Book.

	1559
	Elizabeth I restores the Church of England after Queen Mary  (Anglican champions include John Jewel and Richard Hooker)  1660 Charles II restores the Church of England after Cromwell 

	1612
	First Baptist Church in England.  1647 George Fox begins to preach, founding the Society of Friends (Quakers);   later notable Quakers include Rowntree, Cadbury, Fry.   

	1784
	John Wesley (an Anglican priest!) sets up the Methodists’ Yearly Conference

	19th Cent
	Clapham Sect (Evangelical) and Oxford Movement encourage revival: Churches become involved in social action (eg against slavery and poverty);  there is a renewal of theology and theological education and of worship;  churches are restored, and new ones built.

	1910
	Edinburgh World Missionary Conference sets churches drawing closer together.  1972  United Reformed Church formed when Presbyterians and Congregationalists unite, joined by Churches of Christ 1982 

	1962
	Second Vatican Council under Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI reforms Roman Catholic worship and outlook; other western denominations also modernise their prayer books 


We have chosen 20 key dates in the history of Christianity over the last two thousand years.  We hope these give a flavour of what has happened, although you could pick different dates.  The biggest omission comes because we have focused particularly on England.  But of course Christianity has also had an exciting history in Africa, Asia, and South America, as well as the rest of Europe.
