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ABSTRACT  

This thesis looks at the ways in which political theologians relate to the Bible.  

It surveys current thinking on hermeneutics and critical theory to suggest some basic requirements of 
any theory of hermeneutics.  It examines several metaphors for the way in which we relate to the 
Bible, and finally proposes the metaphor of a conversation as a practical, pragmatic, hermeneutic 
which satisfies those basic requirements.

It suggests that this conversation with the Bible carries responsibilities, and that the extent to which 
these are fulfilled is a measure of the adequacy of a theologian’s conversation with the Bible.  This will
allow the analysis and assessment of competing interpretations.  

This methodology is tested on two political theologians (the Black Theologian James H Cone, and the
advocate of democratic capitalism, philosopher/theologian Michael Novak) by putting to their works a
series of questions relating to the responsibilities of their conversations with the Bible.

A survey of other conversations in which Cone and Novak are involved with other theologians allows a
comparison with this approach and an assessment of its effectiveness.



DEDICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

I need to acknowledge the following people:

Canon Michael Baker, who urged me to take up further study, and put me touch with Professor Chris
Rowland.

Professor Chris Rowland, who generously gave me his time over two years as I determined an area of 
study.

My mother and father Kenneth and Margaret Pratt, who constantly encouraged me, loaned the 
money for my first PC, and assisted with the fees.

My wife Diane (and sons Edmund, Roger, and Aidan) who has had to put up with this thesis with all 
its late nights, for ten years and without whom it – and any other work – could not have been done.

The University of Birmingham, and its Department of Theology, for taking me on and teaching me.

The Parish of St Cuthbert’s, Carlisle, and the Diocese of Carlisle for their forbearance in allowing me 
to be distracted from them – especially during the last couple of months of writing up. 

My friends, whose interest and support is invaluable – especially Lizzie Hodges and Carrie McIntyre 
for reading the thesis through and suggesting corrections and improvements.

I dedicate the thesis to them all.

 


	Abstract

