Evening Prayer 


O Lord, open our lips;
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Let us worship the Lord.
All praise to his name.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen. 


O GLADSOME LIGHT 
O gladsome light, O grace
Of God the Father's face,
The eternal splendour wearing;
Celestial, holy, blest,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Joyful in thine appearing.

Now, ere day fadeth quite,
We see the evening light,
Our wonted hymn outpouring;
Father of might unknown,
Thee, his incarnate Son,
And Holy Spirit adoring.

To thee of right belongs
All praise of holy songs,
O Son of God, lifegiver;
Thee, therefore, O Most High,
The world doth glorify,

And shall exalt for ever.


THE PSALMS 

Glory to the Father and to the Son:
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now:
and shall be for ever. Amen. 


OLD TESTAMENT READING


MAGNIFICAT (The Song of Mary)
1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord:
my spirit rejoices in God my saviour; 

2 for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant:
from this day all generations will call me blessed; 

3 the Almighty has done great things for me:
and holy is his name. 

4 He has mercy on those who fear him:
in every generation. 

5 He has shown the strength of his arm:
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

6 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones:
and has lifted up the lowly. 

7 He has filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

8 He has come to the help of his servant Israel:
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 


9 the promise he made to our fathers:
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son:
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now:
and shall be for ever. Amen. 


BLESS THE LORD
1 Bless the Lord the God of our fathers:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

2 Bless his holy and glorious name:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

3 Bless him in his holy and glorious temple:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

4 Bless him who beholds the depths:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

5 Bless him who sits between the cherubim:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

6 Bless him on the throne of his kingdom:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

7 Bless him in the heights of heaven:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 

 Bless the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 


NEW TESTAMENT READING


NUNC DIMITTIS (The Song of Simeon)
1 Lord now you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled. 
2 My own eyes have seen the salvation:
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

3 a light to reveal you to the nations:
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son:
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now:
and shall be for ever. Amen.


I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.


Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen. 

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
and grant us your salvation.
 
O Lord, save the Queen;
and teach her counsellors wisdom.
 
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness;
and let your servants shout for joy.
 
O Lord, make your ways known upon the earth;
let all nations acknowledge your saving power.
 
Give your people the blessing of peace;
and let your glory be over all the world.
 
Make our hearts clean, O God;

and renew a right spirit within us. 


THE COLLECT OF THE DAY


O God, 
the source of all good desires,
all right judgements, and all just works:
give to your servants that peace which the world cannot give;
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments,
and that freed from fear of our enemies,
we may pass our time in rest and quietness,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lighten our darkness,
Lord, we pray;
and in your mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of your only Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

